
Did you know? 

We can do better! 

• Less than one in ten infants and 
toddlers have access to licensed 
child care. Best Starts will 
double the capacity. 

• The average cost of child care in 
Juneau is higher than a year of 
in-state tui on at UAS. Best 
Starts will increase access to 
child care for all families. 

• Two out of three children in 
Juneau entering kindergarten 
do not have the skills they need 
to succeed. Best Starts goal is 
63% readiness. 

• 15.5% (over 300 Juneau 
children) have 2 or more 
Adverse Childhood Experiences 
by age 5. Best Starts will 
decrease ACEs and increase 
resilience. 

• 90% of brain development 
happens before age 5. Best 
Starts ensures children learn 
while parents earn. 

ABOUT US 

Best Starts for Juneau’s Kids, ini ated by 
business and civic leaders, will provide the 
resources needed to put every Juneau 
child on a path toward lifelong success.  

For more informa on visit 
www.juneaubeststarts.org 

or email info@juneaubeststarts.org 

VISION: Through a strong system  
of quality child care Juneau’s children, 
families, community, and economy will 
prosper. 

Best Starts  
for Juneau's Kids  

Best Starts, our opportunity 
to build solid kids for a safe, 
healthy, prosperous Juneau. 



Best Starts for Juneau's Kids  

The Rowan Family 

We planned for ten years before 
having kids, then were surprised 
with two instead of one. Most 
child care providers only had 
room for one infant, and there 
was no way we would split our 
kids up or afford the cost for two 
in daycare. It is more affordable 
to have my husband stay at home 
with the kids. [We] barely survive 
on one income, but we do what 
we can to make it work. 

Renee Drummond 

We found child care across the 
street but because the provider 
needed to make more money she 
found a job in another field. All 
four families had to find new 
child care. When my daughter 
was born I called around for child 
care and was not even allowed to 
add my name to some wait lists 
because they were so long. 

We can do be er!   
The Best Starts ini a ve outlines a five year plan to: 

• Double the amount of licensed child care 
• Enable over 400 more parents to work and raise their family in Juneau –Right Now 
• Reduce the high cost of special educa on, substance abuse, crime, and other social problems 
• Raise kindergarten readiness from the current 36% to a projected 63% 

Family Stories and Endorsements 

For more informa on visit www.juneaubeststarts.org. 

“The first 1000 days of life are crucial 
for brain development. In a town 
where the majority of both parents 
have to work it's me we had safe and 
loving places for our children to thrive 
while their parents work! Let's be a 
model for the rest of our state and 
make Early Childhood a priority.” 

-a Juneau parent  

“I see the struggles of students in high 
school that didn't get a good start 
when they were young.” 

 –a Juneau educator 

“Whether through sales tax or 
property tax, this an investment that 
will deliver dividends for years to 
come.” 

-a Juneau business leader 


