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Olivia Allen 
The Children’s 
Funding Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Olivia joined the Children’s Funding Project in 2018 as its first employee. In this role Olivia divides 
her time between working directly with communities on strategic financing for children and youth 
and translating innovations and best practices into tools, briefs, infographics, and papers for the 
field. Olivia brings to the Children’s Funding Project her experience working with Elizabeth Gaines 
at the Forum for Youth Investment, where she supported the efforts of children’s cabinets to 
start-up, strengthen, and sustain, and worked with localities to identify and implement feasible 
improvements to their investments in children and youth. Prior to her time at the Forum, Olivia 
spent two years at the National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice (NCMHJJ) at Policy 
Research Associates where she assisted with the provision of technical assistance to states and 
tribal nations on policy reform in the areas of juvenile justice diversion, youth violence 
prevention, the school responder model, connection to behavioral health services, and trauma-
informed care. 
 
Originally from Charlottesville, Virginia, Olivia received her B.A. in psychology from Middlebury 
College in Middlebury, Vermont, where she also became a certified volunteer victim crisis 
counselor. Her publications include: Children’s Cabinet Toolkit, A roadmap for getting started in 
your community; Prioritizing Our Future, How cities and states dedicated funds for early care and 
education; Disrupting School-Justice Pathways for Youth with Behavioral Health Needs; and 
Building a School Responder Model. 

 
 
Josh Altic 
Ballotpedia 
 
Office Hours: 
initiatives and 
referenda; local 
ballot measures 

Josh is a Project Director for Ballotpedia. Josh joined the staff in 2012. Josh covers statewide 
measures, local measures, and ballot measure-related law and processes. He first joined 
Ballotpedia as an Assistant Staff Writer in August 2012. Josh has appeared on national radio 
programs, including NPR's Diane Rehm Show, and on national television with PBS Newshour, and 
C-SPAN. He has also been featured in many publications and Associated Press articles. His op-ed 
on ballot measures was published in The New York Times. 

 
 
Dr. Sarah Baray 
Pre-K 4 SA 
 
Office Hours: 
administering funds; 
early education; 
education 
stakeholders (lead 
San Antonio’s early 
learning initiative 

Dr. Baray is Chief Executive Officer of Pre-K 4 SA, San Antonio’s award-winning early learning 
program. She has more than 25 years of experience in the field of education. Before joining Pre-K 
4 SA, Dr. Baray served as a professor of Educational and Community Leadership at Texas State 
University, where she also directed the Ph.D. in School Improvement program and oversaw 
principal preparation. Dr. Baray began her career in the Austin Independent School District, 
serving in various roles including teacher, principal, and district administrator. She holds a Ph.D. in 
Executive Public School Leadership from the University of Texas at Austin. Her research interests 
center on policies and practices related to educational equity and early learning. She has 
published on topics such as educator beliefs about students of diverse backgrounds, the effects of 
student protests for educational equity in Chile, international principal preparation, and effective 
school-business partnerships to improve education. Dr. Baray also has extensive experience 

http://www.ncjfcj.org/School-Responder-Model
https://www.ncmhjj.com/srm/
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tax) 
 

providing professional development to help teachers and leaders create culturally responsive 
schools. She currently leads a multi-sector collaboration to expand access to high-quality early 
learning in San Antonio. Dr. Baray is an avid traveler and always enjoys returning home to San 
Antonio, where she lives along the river with her husband, Ray. 

 
 
Cody Belzley 
Common Good 
Consulting, LLC 

Cody has dedicated herself to advancing access to quality health care in Colorado for over a 
decade. In 2015 Cody founded Common Good Consulting, offering public policy and 
organizational strategy services primarily to nonprofit organizations working on health and early 
childhood issues. From 2009 – 2015, she was Vice President of Health and Strategic Initiatives for 
the Colorado Children’s Campaign, the state’s leading nonprofit child advocacy organization, 
where she established and advanced the organization’s child health agenda and served on the 
leadership team. Ms. Belzley was the Senior Policy Analyst for Health in the Office of Policy and 
Initiatives for Colorado Governor Bill Ritter. She has played leadership roles in many state and 
local ballot measures and legislative initiatives to fund health care and early learning programs in 
Colorado. 
 
Ms. Belzley has dedicated her volunteer time and service to a number of worthy causes, including 
Mile High Montessori, Colorado Access and Mental Health America of Colorado. She is a member 
of Rose Community Foundation’s Education Committee. Ms. Belzley completed the Annie E. 
Casey Foundation’s Leadership Institute for State-Based Advocates and was honored by the 
American Academy of Pediatrics’ Colorado Chapter with the Child Health and Welfare Award in 
2014. 
 
Ms. Belzley is a graduate of The Colorado College. She and her husband, Seth, live in Denver with 
their two children, Liza and Cooper. 

 
 
Margaret 
Brodkin 
Funding the Next 
Generation 

Margaret is the founder and leader of Funding the Next Generation. Brodkin is a nationally 
recognized advocate for children, who has spearheaded innovations in a wide range of local 
public policies, including San Francisco’s groundbreaking Children’s Fund. She graduated from 
Oberlin College and earned her social work degree at Case Western Reserve University. After 12 
years of social work experience in mental health and community centers, she became Executive 
Director of Coleman Advocates for Children and Youth, a position she held for 26 years. During 
that time her leadership led to over a billion new dollars added to the San Francisco budget for 
services to children, youth and families, and major local policy changes in child welfare, juvenile 
justice, youth development, after-school, and child care. Her work also led to new structures in 
government that ensured accountability, transparency and authentic community engagement – 
including the Department of Children, Youth and Families, the Juvenile Probation Commission and 
the San Francisco Youth Commission. 
 
In 2004, she was appointed Director of the Department of Children, Youth and Their Families, the 
agency which manages the Children’s Fund. She developed new programs and policies to 
strengthen neighborhood institutions, expand after-school, serve transitional age youth, and 
create partnerships with over a dozen other city agencies. In 2009, she launched New Day for 
Learning, a collaboration between the city and the school district to promote community schools. 
Since 2013, Brodkin has led her own consulting business, and has served as a lecturer at SF State 
University where she teaches public administration and social change.  She speaks throughout the 
country about advocacy for children. In 2014, Brodkin founded Funding the Next Generation, 
which she currently directs. 
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Nicole Derse 
50+1 Strategies 
 
Office Hours: running 
a campaign, voter 
engagement, 
budgeting, 
fundraising, 
endorsements, 
negotiations with 
elected officials, 
picking a campaign 
consultant, strategy, 
messaging, 
developing a timeline 
and plan, etc. 

Nicole is a Founding Principal of 50+1 Strategies whose 17-year long career has been focused on 
helping candidates, communities and causes win on issues that matter. Nicole has led the 50+1 
Strategies team since the company’s creation in 2012. She has served as a strategic advisor, 
campaign manager, organizing guru, creative thinker and motivator to more than 150 of the 
firm’s clients. However, she is most proud of the extraordinary team of professionals that she has 
helped build, support and grow at 50+1. 
 
Throughout her career, Nicole has brought effective and inspired community engagement to 
local, state and national campaigns. She was one of the first staffers for Obama for America in 
2007, the National Training Director for Organizing for America and a Senior Advisor on Hillary 
Clinton’s 2016 primary campaign. She has worked on important issues across California as well, 
from stem cell research to affordable housing to workers rights. 
 
In 2015, Nicole was awarded the American Association of Political Consultants’ (AAPC) “40 under 
40 Award” for her work leading successful campaigns throughout California and across the 
country. The following year, she won the AAPC’s “Ballot Measure Campaign of the Year Award” 
for her work leading the San Francisco campaign to support home sharing. She has also received 
the San Francisco Women’s Political Committee Visionary Award. 
 
Nicole holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Urban Studies from Macalester College and a Master’s Degree 
in Literature and Creative Writing from Middlebury College’s Bread Loaf School of English. She is a 
member of the adjunct faculty at the University of San Francisco’s McCarthy Center for Public 
Service & the Common Good. She also serves on the National Advisory Board for Organizing for 
Action. 
 
When not working with the fabulous team at 50+1, Nicole loves to read excellent novels, hike the 
hills of the Bay Area and eat popcorn and drink wine with her amazing friends and family. She 
lives in Oakland, CA with her husband Alex and their dog Luna. 

 
 
Harriet Dichter 
Consultant 
 
Office Hours: early 
care and education 
policy and financing 
 

Harriet provides consulting services in early childhood policy and strategy, working with 
government, advocates, foundations, and national non-profits.   Previously, Harriet appointee of 
two governors and three mayors, serving as the secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of 
Public Welfare (consolidated Medicaid and human services agencies), the founding deputy 
secretary for the Pennsylvania Office of Child Development and Early Learning (all early learning 
budget, policy, program, data and research, including child care licensing, child care assistance, 
child care quality and professional development, pre-kindergarten, Part C early intervention, Part 
B preschool special education, home visiting), the executive director for the Delaware Office of 
Early Learning, Deputy Managing Director for Child Policy (City of Philadelphia) and Maternal and 
Child Health Director, Philadelphia Department of Public Health. In each of these jobs, Ms. Dichter 
has successfully initiated and completed major reforms, and worked collaboratively with business 
leaders, citizens, and experts to advance the work.   Her non-profit experience includes regional 
and national work at the First Five Years Fund, the Ounce of Prevention Fund, United Way of 
Southeastern Pennsylvania, Public Citizens for Children and Youth, the Pew Charitable Trusts, and 
Community Legal Services.  Ms. Dichter has a nationally recognized track record in supporting 
state problem solving in early learning and child development.  She is a graduate of Yale 
University (B.A., summa cum laude) and the University of Pennsylvania Law School (J.D., cum 
laude). 
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Clarissa 
Doutherd 
Parent Voices 
Oakland 
 
Office Hours: Early 
care and education 
policy; policy 
advocacy; 
community 
organizing; parent 
engagement 
 

Clarissa is the Executive Director of Parent Voices Oakland, an East Bay chapter of Parent Voices 
California. Clarissa has been a strong advocate for mothers like herself who were caught in the 
crosshairs of ineffective public policy. As a collaborative movement builder, Clarissa has forged 
deep partnerships with large local government agencies including the Alameda County Social 
Services Agency, Public Health, and Behavioral Health Services. After stepping into leadership as 
the Co-Chair on the Alameda County Early Childhood Policy Committee with First 5 of Alameda 
County, Clarissa led efforts to refocus the group to become a cross sector collaborative which 
brings together community based organizations, parents and service providers to advance 
innovative strategies for County-wide systems change; and works to elevate parent leadership in 
public policy. Clarissa has received the following honors: Gloria Steinem "Woman of Vision" 
award; East Bay Women's Political Alliance's "Advocate of the Year"; First 5 of Alameda County 
"Parent of the Year" award, an award for excellence in Human Relations from the Alameda 
County Human Relations Commission. Clarissa resides in Oakland, California with Xavier who is 
now 12 years old. 

 
 
Jamileh Ebrahimi 
RYSE Center 
 
Office Hours: 
Campaign 
management, 
signature collection, 
phone-banking, 
canvassing, GOTV 
efforts, youth 
development, 
coalition building 
 

Jamileh has been the Youth Organizing Director since 2012. As Youth Organizing Director, she 
builds a vibrant youth organizing culture both at the Center and in the Richmond community. 
Jamileh is deeply committed to education, organizing, organizational and community 
sustainability, and movement building, and through her 18+ years of community organizing, she 
has discovered the importance of community empowerment, healthy living, and justice. She 
works to ensure that young people serve as key stakeholders and decision-makers on issues and 
policies impacting their individual and collective health and well-being. Before joining RYSE, 
Jamileh started organizing for change in Youth Together (YT) at the age of 13. Following high 
school, she became the Regional Organizer at YT where she worked for seven years organizing the 
regional Ethnic Studies conference, campaign planning, and doing local, regional, statewide, and 
national coalition work for educational justice. She was a member of the BSU at Berkeley 
Community College, Organize Da B.A.Y., Schools Not Jails Coalition, and the Just Act Core Group, 
where she had the opportunity to travel to Brazil for the World Social Forum. 
 

 
 
Steve Faber 
Byrum & Fisk 
Advocacy 
Communications 
 
Office Hours: 
managing local 
ballot initiative 
campaigns; coalition-
building; utilizing 
polling and focus 
groups to develop 
messages 
 

Steve is an experienced, proven executive who has experience guiding the growth of 
organizations, managing complex public-private partnerships, and leading community initiatives 
and campaigns. Steve’s expertise is translating vision into actionable plans by gathering research, 
engaging stakeholders, building coalitions, managing strong teams and solving problems. 
Steve has also spearheaded several local ballot initiatives, including millages for local cultural 
institutions, regional funding for schools and the Ready by Five Early Childhood Millage, the first 
county-wide millage for early childhood in the State of Michigan. 
 
Steve is the recipient of numerous community, professional and academic awards, including the 
Pi Alpha Alpha Distinguished Alumni Award (2013) from Grand Valley State University’s School of 
Public, Nonprofit & Health Administration; the David D. Hunting Humanitarian Award (2012) from 
the American Institute of Architects; and the Local Motion Local Hero Award (2011) from Local 
First. 
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Mark Friedman 
Thomas J. Long 
Foundation 
 
Office Hours: former 
elected official; 
engaging 
philanthropy; early 
care policy 

Mark is former Chief Executive Officer of the Thomas J. Long Foundation in Walnut Creek and was 
a three-term Council member in the City of El Cerrito, including two terms as mayor. He served as 
the Chief Executive Officer of First 5 Alameda County for 15 years before moving on in 2014.  
Prior to that he worked for two county supervisors, directed several non-profit organizations 
including the Plant Closures Project in Oakland organizing for economic justice and Special Child, 
an agency serving children with developmental disabilities in Colorado. He is Chair of the Earn It 
Keep It Save It campaign in Alameda County California that works to provide free tax assistance to 
needy individuals and expand access to the Earner Income Tax Credit. He is the former President 
of the First 5 Association of California and currently serves as its Advocacy Chair. He also has 
worked as a preschool teacher and a professional puppeteer. 

 
 
Elizabeth Gaines 
The Children’s 
Funding Project 

Elizabeth founded the Children’s Funding Project in 2018 to help local leaders find, align, 
generate, and evaluate funding to improve kid outcomes, including creating new local, dedicated 
funding streams. Her skills in and passion for these topics comes from her lifelong career as a 
direct service provider, an advocate, and a policy analyst. Most recently Elizabeth identified 
innovations around the country and shared those policy solutions with other local, state and 
national organizations while overseeing the Forum for Youth Investment’s state and local policy 
efforts. From this unique vantage point she helped policy leaders develop tools and techniques to 
improve their use of data, increase their policy alignment, and more efficiently apply resources 
toward greater impact.  
 
When she joined the Forum in 2005, Elizabeth had already built a youth advocacy career; her 
commitment began with seven years leading after-school and community-based youth programs 
at the Atwood Community Center in Madison, Wis. She later served as youth policy analyst for 
Citizens for Missouri’s Children, where she lobbied state lawmakers, convened a youth 
development network, and led the “Invest in Missouri’s Children” campaign to secure tobacco 
settlement dollars for child and youth development activities. Since 2005 she has led the 
Children’s Cabinet Network and is the nation’s leading expert on children’s cabinets and councils.  
A native of St. Louis, Mo., she attended the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  
 
Her publications include: The Adding It Up Guide to Mapping Public Resources for Children, Youth 
and Families; the Forum papers on state children’s cabinets and councils; and How Public Policy 
Can Support Collective Impact, co-authored with FSG.  

 
 
Angie Garling 
Low Income 
Investment Fund 
 
Office Hours: 
Drafting an early 
care measure; 
Building community 
support; Coalition-
building 

Angie is the National Director for Early Care and Education (ECE) at the Low Income Investment 
Fund. LIIF is dedicated to creating pathways of opportunity for low income people and 
communities. 
 
Serving the poorest of the poor, LIIF is a steward for capital invested in community-building 
initiatives. In so doing, LIIF provides a bridge between private capital markets and low income 
neighborhoods. Angie oversees the organization’s ECE work in San Francisco, Washington DC, 
New York and in fire-ravaged Sonoma County, California.  
 
Previously, she was the Program Administrator for Alameda County, California’s Early Care and 
Education Program. She was closely involved in two 2018 ballot initiatives that aimed to 
significantly increase resources for ECE and college and career supports for low-income children 
and families. She has been recognized by both the US House of Representatives and the California 
State Legislature for her work in early childhood policymaking.  
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Angie holds a Bachelor’s degree in Religion and Women’s Studies from Wellesley College and a 
Master's degree from UC Berkeley in Educational Psychology and Human Development. She lives 
in Berkeley, California with her family. 

 
 
Daniel Gotoff 
Lake Research 
Partners 
 
Office Hours: Polling; 
trends in public 
opinion around 
children and youth 

Daniel heads LRP’s New York office. Since joining the firm in 1996, Daniel has worked for 
candidates at all levels of the electoral process as well as on a wide range of issues, including the 
economy, national security, and government accountability. In 2009, Daniel was named a Rising 
Star by Campaigns and Elections magazine. In 2011, Daniel was honored to lead the team that 
was awarded a Pollie for "Best Use of New Technology In a Candidate, Ballot/Initiative or Public 
Affairs Campaign" by the American Association of Political Consultants (AAPC). In 2018, Daniel 
was honored to consult in the successful and historic elections of Jahana Hayes and Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez. 

 
 
Matt Guse  
Florida Children’s 
Council 
 
Office Hours: Florida 
Children’s Services 
Councils; statewide 
coordination; local 
referenda; early care 
and education policy, 
service delivery, and 
coordination   

Matt is the Chief Executive Officer of the Florida Children’s Council. In his role, Matt leads 
businesses, organizations, agencies and other key stakeholders in work efforts that support 
Florida’s children, youth and families. The Florida Children’s Council serves as the statewide 
umbrella organization for the Children’s Services Councils. With intentional focus on collective 
impact and evidence-based strategies, Children’s Services Councils work in partnership with 
federal, state and community partners to fund services that improve outcomes for children, youth 
and families. 
 

 
 
James Haj 
The Children’s 
Trust 
 
Office Hours: 
Administering a fund; 
Florida Children’s 
Services Councils 
 

James joined The Children’s Trust as president and CEO in April 2016. A career educator and 
longtime advocate for children with special needs, Mr. Haj came to The Trust after a lauded 
career serving children and families in the Miami-Dade Public Schools system, as both a teacher 
and an administrator. A former principal at Paul W. Bell Middle School and Southwest Miami High 
School (his own alma mater), he took the latter from a “C” to an “A” and significantly improved 
overall academic achievement, boosting graduation rates and championing inclusion for the 
school’s special needs population, the largest mainstreamed group of students with disabilities in 
any Miami-Dade high school. 
 
Haj later served as administrative director for M-DCPS’ south and central regions, during which 
time he collectively oversaw 170 schools and nearly 200,000 students. In that capacity, he 
provided one-on-one support and guidance to principals and assistant principals with regard to 
curriculum and instruction; state accountability and school improvement; teacher evaluations and 
professional standards; and crisis response plans and student safety. His final role at M-DCPS, that 
of an assistant superintendent, saw him acting as its chief negotiator with five labor unions 
representing more than 31,000 full-time employees. 
 
Mr. Haj is a lifelong Miami resident who received an MBA in business management from the 
University of Miami and a BS in education from Florida State University. He and his wife, Karen, 
are parents to three young children. 
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Lynea Hansen 
Strategies 360 

Lynea specializes in strategic messaging and communications, with deep expertise in public affairs 
and a background in political communications ranging from campaigns to legislative agendas. 
Previously she had her own consulting firm, Hansen Communications, located in Denver, where 
she worked with a wide variety of non-profit, corporate and legislative clients including Microsoft, 
the Higher Education Access Alliance and National Popular Vote. Lynea has successfully 
represented a wide variety of public policy positions at the state and local level, ranging from 
requiring carbon monoxide detectors in homes, to helping undocumented students get in-state 
tuition, to promoting local economic development. 
 
In the political arena, Lynea worked on campaigns ranging from Congressional races to City 
Council contests to ballot initiatives and the Denver mayoral race, often performing a dual role of 
managing the campaigns and acting as a spokesperson. Realizing there was a real gap in 
understanding between the individuals and groups advocating a position and community leaders, 
she left the day-to-day campaign world behind and created her own firm to fill that gap on 
numerous issues. She has also consulted on business development and previously served as a 
budget analyst. 
 
She has a bachelor’s in communication and political science from the University of Colorado in 
Boulder and received her master’s in public administration from the University of Colorado 
Denver. 

 
 
David L. Heaton 
Children’s 
Services Council 
of Martin County 
 
Office Hours: 
administering a fund; 
reauthorization 
campaigns; local 
advocacy and 
coalition-building; 
community needs 
assessments; 
monitoring and 
evaluation of a fund; 
local ballot 
initiatives; Florida 
Children’s Services 
Councils 

David holds a Bachelors Degree in Social Work from the University of Central Florida (1976) and a 
Masters Degree in Social Work from Florida International University (1985). After a 13 year career 
in Child Welfare with the State of Florida Department of Children and Families he was asked to 
join the newly formed Children's Services Council of Martin County (Florida) as their Director of 
Community Planning and Development in August of 1990. He became the Executive Director of 
the organization in October 2007. David is the current Chairman of the Florida Children's Council 
and serve on numerous local Boards including the Stuart/Martin Chamber of Commerce Board of 
Directors, the Martin County Interagency Coalition Board of Directors, and as Chairman of the 
Circuit 19 Alliance. He was an active member of both the Campaign to secure independent taxing 
authority for the Children's Services Council ballot referendum in 1988 and the reauthorization of 
this taxation in 2014. David is married and has two children and one grandchild. 

 
 
Elsa Holguin 
Denver Preschool 
Program 

Elsa is the President and CEO of the Denver Preschool Program. Prior to that, she was at the Rose 
Community Foundation, where she has served as the senior program officer for Child & Family 
Development for the past 21 years. During that time, she oversaw more than $50 million in early 
childhood development grants, positioning the foundation as a leader in this area. She is also a 
founding member and the current co-chair of Colorado’s Early Childhood Leadership Commission.  
In addition, Elsa has played an instrumental role in the creation of Colorado’s Office of Early 
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Childhood, the Denver Opportunity Youth Investment Initiative, the Latino Community 
Foundation of Colorado, Early Milestones Colorado and the Skills to Compete Coalition. She 
currently chairs the board of Borealis Philanthropy and serves on the boards of the National Early 
Childhood Funders Collaborative and Tools of the Mind. 

 
 
Melvin Butch 
Hollowell 
The Miller Law 
Firm Detroit 
 
Office Hours: 
Drafting a measure: 
legal considerations; 
working with elected 
officials 
 

Butch serves as Managing Partner of The Miller Law Firm Detroit where he oversees the firm’s 
practice at its downtown Detroit location. Hollowell specializes in complex commercial litigation, 
class action matters, government affairs, municipal and administrative law, election law, 
corporate transactions, and cannabis law. Hollowell is a seasoned litigator in the state and Federal 
courts of Michigan, and in other jurisdictions across the United States and Canada. And he is a 
leader in the Bar in representing major real estate developers and other top-tier companies in 
complex business disputes and development agreements. 
 
Some of Attorney Hollowell’s representative clients include Bedrock, GFL, Inc., the Roxbury 
Group, Firm Real Estate-Linden and Sanford Nelson, Yanfeng U.S.A., Edward C. Levy & Co, the 
Detroit General Retirement System Pension Board, HMI Industries, Strong Steel Products, First 
Independence Bank, and many clients in the cannabis licensing application process at the local 
and State levels, as well as representing the interests of public clients such as Detroit Mayor Mike 
Duggan, Members of the Detroit City Council, the City of Flint, and many elected officials and 
candidates for public office in election law and campaign finance matters in State and Federal 
Court. 
 
Hollowell was elected as a “Fellow” of the Michigan State Bar Foundation, a recognition reserved 
for the top five percent of Michigan lawyers. He was selected by Michigan Lawyers Weekly as a 
“Leader in the Law,” one of the most select and prestigious recognitions in the State’s legal 
profession. Hollowell is a recipient of the 2019 “Leading Lawyer” Award, a national peer review 
recognition. He received the Wolverine Bar Association’s “President’s Award,” the Association’s 
highest honor. Hollowell is rated “AV Preeminent” by Martindale-Hubbell, the “Highest possible 
rating in both legal ability and ethical standards, through a strenuous Peer Review Rating process 
which evaluates lawyers in the United States and Canada.” He is a Life Member of the Judicial 
Conference of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. Hollowell has served on the National 
NAACP Legal Committee by appointment of the Association’s Chair. He is a recipient of the 
“Exemplary Service” award, presented by his colleagues in the City of Detroit’s Office of the 
Corporation Counsel. At the end of his four-year tenure as Corporation Counsel, the Detroit City 
Council presented Hollowell with its highest recognition, the “Testimonial Resolution.” 
Immediately prior to his association with The Miller Law Firm, Hollowell completed a four-year 
term as Corporation Counsel of the City of Detroit, the City’s chief legal officer. He was appointed 
to the position by Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan, unanimously confirmed by the Detroit City 
Council, and sworn-in to office in January 2014. During this transformative period in the life of the 
City, he assumed the role of Director of the City’s 70-attorney Law Department and was lead 
counsel to the Mayor, City Council, City Clerk, Police and Fire Departments, and all City 
departments, boards, commissions and agencies. In this role he also served as the City’s chief 
criminal prosecutor. 

 
 
Mary Ignatius 
Parent Voices 
Statewide 
Organizer 

Mary is the Statewide Organizer of Parent Voices, a parent-led grassroots organizing effort 
fighting to make quality child care accessible and affordable for all families. As the Statewide 
Organizer since August 2005, she coordinates the work of its 13 chapters and implements the 
leadership development model Parent Voices has crafted for over 20 years. Under her tenure, 
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Office Hours: 
Grassroots campaign 
management; parent 
engagement; 
canvassing; coalition-
building  
 

Parent Voices has won the most progressive child care eligibility policies in the nation, restored a 
child care program that was eliminated, and protected child care subsidies for thousands of 
families. 
 
Born and raised in the Bay Area by Indian immigrants and as a mother of 2 budding feminist sons, 
Mary's commitment to social and economic justice is both personal and political. She holds a 
Master of Social Work in Administration and Social Planning from Temple University and a 
Bachelor of Social Work from Rutgers University. She was a fellow of the Ms. Foundation for 
Women's OpEd Project-Public Voices program and received the Foundation’s prestigious Woman 
of Vision Award in April 2016. In 2018, Mary joined the Assembly's Blue Ribbon Commission on 
Early Care and Education as a Community Commissioner. 
 
Her previous experience includes work with the Kensington Welfare Rights Union, Community 
Legal Services in Philadelphia, Instructor- City College of San Francisco, and Project SURVIVE. Mary 
loves to travel and is inspired by the curiosity and wonder that her sons bring to this world. 

 
 
David Kakishiba 
East Bay Asian 
Youth Center 
 
Office Hours: budget 
set-asides; school 
district funding; 
managing children’s 
fund campaigns; 
youth engagement 
 

David is the Executive Director of EBAYC (East Bay Asian Youth Center), a non-profit youth 
development organization serving a racially and culturally diverse membership of 3,000 children, 
youth, and young adults with operations in Oakland, Sacramento, and Fresno, California. David 
has served as Executive Director since 1980. David is the principal author and EBAYC is a co-
founder of the Kids First Initiative, Oakland’s landmark 1996 ballot measure that established a city 
budget set-aside for children and youth services. Since its passage, the City of Oakland has 
invested over $200 million in critical services to children and youth. David is also the principal 
author of the Oakland Unified School District’s College & Career Readiness for All Act of 2014 
(Measure N), California’s first and only local tax measure dedicated to providing all high school 
students access to high-quality career pathways. David is the Chairperson of the College & Career 
Readiness Commission of the Oakland Unified School District, providing citizen oversight over 
Measure N’s ten-year $120 million investment in high schools. David previously served as an 
elected representative to the Oakland Unified School District Board of Education from 2002 to 
2014, and served five years as Board President. 

 
 
Jim Keddy 
Youth Forward 
 
Office Hours: 
Grassroots 
organizing and 
volunteer 
development; local 
advocacy; Marijuana 
revenue measures 

Jim is the executive director of Youth Forward and a consultant to social change organizations. 
For thirty years Jim has served as a leader in social change efforts in California. He is the former 
director of PICO California, a statewide association of community organizing efforts, and served as 
a vice president at The California Endowment, one of the state’s largest charitable foundations. 
While at The Endowment, he played a primary role in developing the foundation’s youth 
organizing strategy. He began his work in promoting racial and social justice as a high school and 
college activist and entered the community organizing field in his early 20’s. He has been a 
member of several non-profit boards including the boards of The California Endowment, Public 
Health Advocates and the California Budget and Policy Center. As an appointee of Governor 
Brown, he serves on the state Tobacco Education and Research Oversight Committee. He also 
serves on the board of Kids First California. He is married to Gina Martinez-Keddy and is the proud 
father of 2 adult children. He is a worm rancher and a guitar player. 

 
 
David Metz  
FM3 Research 
 

David has provided opinion research and strategic guidance to hundreds of non-profit 
organizations, government agencies, businesses, and political campaigns in all 50 states. In the 
2018 election cycle, Dave’s research helped to elect seven Democratic members of Congress; 
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Office Hours: polling 
and public opinion 
research; campaign 
strategy 
development; 
overcoming 
opposition 
 

guide successful ballot measures to legalize marijuana in Michigan and approve medical 
marijuana in Utah and Missouri; win elections for the Mayors of San Jose, San Francisco, and 
Seattle through campaign or IE efforts; pass major statewide land and water conservation 
measures in California and Rhode Island; and win victories for progressive coalitions on all five 
statewide measures on the ballot in Oregon. 
 
Dave has also provided research to win some of the nation’s most expensive and contentious 
ballot measure campaigns, on subjects including tobacco prevention (California, Colorado, 
Florida, Nevada, and Arizona), health care funding (California and Arizona), reproductive rights 
(Oregon and Colorado), clean energy (California and Washington), drug policy reform (Oregon, 
Maine, Massachusetts, Nevada, Arkansas, Utah, Missouri, Michigan and Washington, DC) early 
childhood education (California, Texas and Arizona), arts funding (Oregon and Minnesota), stem 
cell research (California and Missouri), transportation funding (California, Arizona and 
Washington), and political reform (California, Alaska and Illinois). 
 
Dave received his Bachelor’s degree in Government from Harvard University and his Master’s in 
Public Policy from the Goldman School of Public Policy at the University of California-Berkeley. He 
lives in Berkeley with his wife and two children, and as a Wisconsin native spends much of his free 
time cheering on the NFL franchise that he co-owns with 360,000 close friends. 

 
 
Todd Adam 
Patterson 
Public Progress 
 
Office Hours: 
campaign 
management; 
crafting a campaign 
plan; staffing a 
campaign; voter 
analytics; Missouri 
children’s funds 

Todd, President of Public Progress, is a partner consultant with the Children’s Funding Project. His 
work in national electoral and legislative arenas has generated $1.09 billion for programs that 
support children and youth in over 50 communities. Additionally, he has worked closely with the 
Office of Adolescent Health on Capitol Hill and established the congressional staff roundtable to 
explore social impact bond policies.  
 
Patterson has been at the helm of Public Progress since 2004 with the exception of a four-year 
hiatus during which he served as Chief of Staff for Congressman Russ Carnahan (D-MO). In the 
House, he developed new tools for franking purposes that have since been universally adopted by 
congressional offices. Before founding Public Progress, he worked in electoral politics in Missouri, 
Florida, Indiana and Kentucky where he created and managed several political action committees. 
Earlier, he worked for Chairman Dale Bumpers of Arkansas on the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Small Business. There he was part of the team that reformed Section 8(a) programs following 
their abuse in the Wedtech scandal. 
 
As a student at Brown University, Todd Patterson was active in causes promoting housing rights 
and health care protections in Rhode Island. He concluded his college tenure as a research 
assistant at the Brookings Institution in compiling The New Urban Reality. 
Patterson currently serves as a commissioner for the Kansas City Planned Industrial Expansion 
Authority and as a member of the city's Pension Reform Task Force. He has previously served on 
the county's property tax board and on the Missouri Senate and House Reapportionment 
Commissions. He resides in Washington and Kansas City. 

 
 
Dr. Lisa Piscopo 
City and County 
of Denver 
 

Dr. Piscopo is the Deputy Director for the Mayor’s Office of Children’s Affairs in the City and 
County of Denver. She has more than six years’ experience with the city and more than 15 years 
advocating for children in the public policy arena. In Denver, Lisa leads the work of Denver 
Mayor’s Children’s Cabinet and the My Brother’s Keeper Initiative, creates reports on metrics 
related to child well-being, including the annual Status of Denver’s Children document, a fiscal 
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Office Hours: Fiscal 
mapping; data 
collection and 
reporting; making 
the case 

inventory of city spending on children, and the Denver Great Kids Head Start Community 
Assessment. She frequently presents information on the well-being of Denver’s children at public 
events, community meetings, and to elected officials, public agencies, and non-profits in Denver 
and across the nation. Lisa creates innovative data tools to effectively communicate and reach 
across bureaucratic silos to advocate for efficient and targeted investments to ensure all Denver 
children have an equal opportunity for success.  
 
From 1997-2014, Dr. Piscopo taught geographic analysis, geographic information systems, 
demographic analysis, and cartography at the University of Denver. Dr. Piscopo earned her 
doctoral degree from the University of Denver in 2005 in Geography, and her Master’s degree 
from the University Denver in Cultural Anthropology. Piscopo holds a bachelor’s degree in Social 
Science focused on political science, sociology, and anthropology. 

 
 
Annemarie 
Valdez 
First Steps 
 
Office Hours: 
Millage/property tax 
initiatives; 
negotiation with 
County government; 
coalition-building; 
engaging business 
leaders; crafting a 
measure; early 
childhood services 
and supports 

Annemarie is the CEO & President of First Steps Kent. Ms. Valdez brings nearly 20 years of 
experience as an advocate for children and families, including extensive work on innovative 
funding strategies, a successful millage campaign and next-generation leadership. Ms. Valdez 
came to First Steps Kent from Illinois, where she led a statewide infant mortality prevention 
organization as CEO. With prior experience at Child's Hope, housed in UM-Dearborn’s School of 
Education and the Youth Development Commission in Detroit. She was appointed to the Michigan 
Governor's Child Welfare Improvement Taskforce in 2009. She has worked extensively on infant 
mortality prevention, early childhood program innovation such as the national program, 
Jumpstart and has served on dozens of community advisory councils and boards. 
 

 
 
Jill Wynns 
San Francisco 
Board of 
Education 
 
Office Hours: joint 
measures with public 
education and 
engaging education 
stakeholders; 
negotiating with 
public officials; 
overcoming 
opposition; 
endorsements 
(including unusual 
suspects) 

Jill was first elected to the San Francisco Board of Education in 1993, has been re-elected five 
times, and has served longer than any other school board member in San Francisco history. She 
was the President of the California School Boards Association in 2012 and currently serves on the 
CSBA Board of Directors, as well as the National School Boards Action Center Board. In addition 
she is the Chair of the California Cities, Counties and Schools Partnership. 
 
Her areas of expertise and interest include California school finance, urban education and 
governance, full-service community schools, charter schools, school health programs, healthy 
school food, and labor-management cooperation. She led a focus on community schools during 
her CSBA presidency. She has served on the Boards of the Council of Urban Boards of Education 
of the National School Boards Association (CUBE) and was President of the California Association 
of Urban School Districts. She has worked as a professional fund raiser, director of a children’s 
advocacy organization, and education and community relations and political consultant. 
 
Ms. Wynns grew up on Long Island, went to public schools in New York, holds a BA in Humanities 
from New College at Hofstra University in New York, and studied at Harvard and Wiks 
folkhogskola in Balingsta, Sweden. She is the mother of three children who attended public school 
in San Francisco and the grandmother of two. 

 


