
  
Statement of Support for Increased and More Stable Funding for 

Quality Early Learning for New Orleans Children  
  
The future of New Orleans depends on our city’s investment in our children. High quality early care and education 
will prepare our students for a smart start in life, enable families to be productive in the workforce, and serve as 
an economic engine for local communities. Our state and city currently have no dedicated annual revenue that 
funds early care and education despite extensive research that shows young children who participate in high-
quality early learning programs are four times more likely to graduate from high school and become more 
productive citizens than their peers who do not participate in such programs. This is because 80% of brain 
development happens between birth and age three, which provides the foundation for future learning, health, 
and emotional development. Children who begin kindergarten behind, generally remain behind.  

High-quality early care and education prepares students for success, enables families to be productive in the 
workforce, and supports a thriving local economy. Yet, less than 23% of at-risk New Orleans children birth 
through age three have access to a publicly-funded child care seat. This is in spite of the fact that most New 
Orleans parents – 66% of married parents and 67% of single mothers – are working, and need access to 
affordable high-quality child care, which costs almost as much as tuition for a state college or university.  

Our City’s Current Investment  

In 2018, the Mayor and City Council of New Orleans made an historic investment, allocating $750,000 in the City 
budget to expand access to quality early care and education in New Orleans. This amount was doubled in the 
2019 budget to $1.5 million, creating new high-quality early care and education seats for 112 low-income 
children age three and under. This investment has laid important ground work as a pilot for additional local 
investment. The New Orleans Early Education Network has established a sound request for proposals process to 
identify high-quality providers to expand their available seats. An evaluation of the program is underway.  

We, the undersigned, appreciate the commitment of this Mayor and City Council to ensuring our children have 
a smart start. We are seeking stable and increased funding for quality early care and education. We ask you to 
identify dedicated line-item funding for this commitment from an annual dedicated revenue source so as not 
to destabilize the children, families and early educators who do not know whether they can count on this 
funding from year to year.  

Last year, the Early Childhood Education Working Group of the Orleans Parish School Board identified numerous 
prospective strategies to begin to close the estimated $200 million annual gap required to ensure every child, 
from birth through age four, has access to a quality early care and education, regardless of his or her family’s 
ability to afford it. Two of those strategies can be implemented immediately with action by the Mayor and City 
Council of New Orleans:  

Reinstate the Amusement Tax  

City Council has the authority to reinstate the City’s Amusement Tax, which allows the City to collect a tax of 
2% of the net proceeds from live entertainment events held in the city that do not benefit a non-profit 
organization and dedicate these proceeds toward human services. This tax previously funded the City’s 
Department of Human Services and could provide a sustainable revenue source for the City’s investment in 



expanding access to quality early care and education in New Orleans. A September 2018 poll of 500 
registered voters in Orleans Parish found that voters supported reestablishing this amusement tax for live 
entertainment events and using those funds to expand access to high quality early childhood education. 
According to the poll, 40% more voters supported this idea than opposed it.   

Allow Voters to Decide on a New Public Health Millage  

The City has the authority to introduce a new millage to support critical health and human services with a 
focus on children, youth and families. Given the significant needs facing families with young children and the 
long-term taxpayer cost savings of investing in early childhood education, it is only appropriate that the city’s 
homeowners dedicate a portion of their property taxes to support early childhood education. Currently, 
none of the existing taxes are allocated for this purpose despite research (cited below) showing that quality 
early childhood education is one of the best investments the public can make. A September 2018 poll of 500 
registered voters in Orleans Parish found that voters supported increasing property taxes by $200 per year 
on a home valued at $200,000 to fund early childhood education, mental health services, substance abuse 
treatment and violence reduction. According to the poll, 32% more voters support this proposal than oppose 
it.  

Why Should we Prioritize Investing in Early Care and Education?  

• There is enormous demand for publicly-funded early care and education programs. Less than 23% of at-risk 
New Orleans children, birth through age three, have access to early care and education. As of September 5th, 
2018, there was a waiting list of 571 children for the 50 new early childhood seats funded by the City of New 
Orleans. According to EnrollNOLA, every program that serves children, birth through age three, in the city 
with public funding has a waiting list.  

• This is one of the highest returns on investment our city can achieve with its public funds. Nobel Prize-
winning economist James Heckmann of the University of Chicago has said investing in the care and education 
of young children is “the most efficient use” of public resources. His research has shown up to a 13% return 
on investment for high-quality programs for disadvantaged children, birth-to-age five.  

• Lack of reliable child care hurts our economy. Lack of access to quality, reliable child care has a significant 
impact on parents’ workforce participation and productivity. A recent study showed one in six Louisiana 
workers with young children had quit a job due to child care issues, one in 13 was fired, and over 40% had 
missed work in a 90-day period for the same reason. Child care breakdowns for working parents cost 
Louisiana employers over $800 million a year.  

• Child care centers are important small businesses that are critical to our local economy. For every dollar 
invested in early care and education centers, $1.78 is generated by the centers for the local economy in 
terms of purchased services and goods.   

• There is widespread voter support for investing tax dollars in this way. A September 2018 poll of 500 
registered Orleans Parish voters found that 81% of voters supported efforts to invest City funds to increase 
access to high-quality early care and education. Only 4% of voters opposed it.  

• Child development occurs over multiple years, which means that increasing access to quality early care and 
education for a single year for a student is not sufficient. As a result of the City’s investment over the past 
two years, 112 more children have access to a quality early care and education. This investment must be 
sustained to ensure these children continue to have the access they need to ensure future success. Without 
sustaining this investment, we can have a destabilizing effect on families.  



• The City has an opportunity to continue to establish itself as a leader. The City’s historic investment has 
garnered national recognition from the National League of Cities, the National Campaign for Grade-Level 
Reading, and others. Its work has been cited by the Louisiana Department of Education and informed its new 
LA B to 3 Plan to expand access to high-quality early care and education statewide. By identifying a 
sustainable revenue source for early care and education, the City of New Orleans will join a handful of 
progressive cities across the country and establish itself as one of the first cities in the Deep South to make 
such an investment.  

• This investment will help leverage other investments. The City’s 2018 investment was leveraged with 
additional funding of $350,000 from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation for wraparound supports for families. It 
also formed the foundation for OPSB to launch an effort to investigate additional funding sources for early 
care and education and a similar bipartisan statewide Early Childhood Care and Education Commission, which 
called for $860M in additional investment over the next ten years. Louisiana’s Early Childhood Education 
Fund calls for a state match of 50 cents for every dollar invested by local government and numerous bills 
have been introduced in the 2019 Louisiana Legislative Session to make additional funding available as a 
match for local municipalities. 

• Early childhood is key to improving upon plateauing academic gains in elementary schools. Without 
additional investment in school readiness, our city’s elementary schools will continue to struggle to show 
improvement, which is why only 31% of third graders in New Orleans public schools are reading on grade-
level.  

• We have established existing infrastructure through the Mayor’s Office of Youth and Families and the 
contract they oversee with the New Orleans Early Education Network (NOEEN). NOEEN already manages the 
coordination of public funding, enrollment and quality assessments across more than 150 early care and 
education programs in the city that are funded with federal, state, municipal and private dollars, including 
the City’s existing $1.5 million investment.  

We, the undersigned, ask the Mayor and the New Orleans City Council to take actions over the next year to 
ensure at least $5 million in dedicated funding annually in the City Budget for high-quality early care and 
education for children, birth through age three. When leveraged with additional state funding, this could ensure 
500 more low-income children have reliable access to a quality early care and education. Specifically, we are 
calling on the Mayor and the New Orleans City Council to:  

1. Reinstate a 2% Amusement Tax on live entertainment in the City of New Orleans, removing exemptions that 
previously gutted this tax, and dedicate all funds raised toward sustaining and growing the City’s investment 
in the NOEEN City Seats program to provide high-quality early care and education for children, birth through 
age three.  

2. Propose a public health millage for voters to decide on that funds critical programs and services for children, 
youth and families, and dedicates a significant percentage of these funds to increasing access to high-quality 
early care and education for children, birth through age three. 

Signed:  

Agenda for Children 
American Association of University Women 
American Civil Liberties Union of Louisiana 
Birthmark Doula Collective  



Broad Community Connections 
Brothers Empowered to Teach 
Building a Better 2morrow  
CADA Prevention & Recovery Center 
Celebration Distillation  
Center for Restorative Approaches 
Channel ZerO Group 
Children’s Bureau of New Orleans 
Clara's Little Lambs Preschool Academy/ Clara’s Little Lambs at Federal City 
College Track New Orleans  
Community Works 
Covenant House 
Cuddly Bear CDC  
Dancing Grounds 
Destiny Institute  
Dryades YMCA 
Each One Save One  
Early Learning Focus, Inc.  
Educare New Orleans 
Electric Girls  
Enhanced Destiny Behavioral Health Services  
Entergy New Orleans  
Escola De Samba, Casa Samba Inc. 
Families and Friends of Louisiana’s Incarcerated Children 
Girls on the Run of New Orleans 
Green Cooling Tower Operations  
Grow Dat Youth Farm 
Hoffman Early Learning Center 
House of Beauty 
HousingNOLA 
Institute of Mental Hygiene  
Integrative Management Consultant LLC  
Irma Thomas Center for W.I.S.E. Women  
KEDILA FAMILY LEARNING SERVICES 
Kennedy's Child Care Academy  
Kid's Kingdom Academy and Daycare,LLC 
Kids of Excellence  
KIDsmART 



Kingsley House, Inc. 
League of Women Voters of New Orleans 
Liberty’s Kitchen, Inc. 
Life Transformation Community Center at Hollygrove-Dixon  
Lift Louisiana  
Limu Independent Distributor  
Louisiana Center for Children’s Rights  
Louisiana Children's Museum 
Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities 
Louisiana Green Corps 
Louisiana Language Coalition  
Louisiana Policy Institute for Children  
Louisiana Public Health Institute 
Making Connections New Orleans  
MAM Creations 
Moutain Climbers Unlimited, INC. 
National Council of Jewish Women, Greater New Orleans  
New Orleans Arts Education Alliance 
New Orleans Career Center  
New Orleans Chamber  
New Orleans Children and Youth Planning Board  
New Orleans Youth Alliance 
Nola4Women 
ONE NOLA 
Organic Products LLC. 
Orleans Public Education Network 
Patois Consulting  
Power Coalition for Equity and Justice 
Project Butterfly New Orleans 
Project DIRECT, Tulane University 
Prototype Entities 
Rainbow Academy and Preschool  
ResourceFull Consulting, LLC 
Royal Castle Child Development Center 
SEA 3 Academy 
Seven Three Distilling Co. 
Sheila M Dixon Association Property Management  
Silverback Society 



Southern Poverty Law Center 
Sprout NOLA 
St. Anna's Episcopal Church 
Start The Adventure In Reading (STAIR)  
STEM NOLA  
The Cookbook Project  
The Micah Project  
The New Orleans Junior Journalism Program 
The Verbena Group 
The Webster Group Inc.  
The World for You Coaching and Consulting, LLC 
Top Box Foods Louisiana 
Total Community Action, Inc. 
TrainingGrounds, Inc 
TransSpire LLC  
Trinity Community Center 
United Teachers of New Orleans 
United Way of Southeast Louisiana 
Urban League of Louisiana  
VIA LINK, Inc. 
VIET-Vietnamese Initiatives in Economic Training 
Weatherford Academy  
Whiskey and Sticks 
Wilcox Academy of Early Learning 
Women United 
Xavier University of Louisiana 
YAYA (Young Aspirations Young Artists) Inc 
Young Audiences / Louisiana Wolf Trap 
Young Living Independent Distributor  
Youth Run NOLA 


