
The proposal establishes the “Early Childhood Health and 

Education Amendment,” the purpose of which is to “improve 

the health and education of children, from birth through age 

five, and to improve accountability for early childhood health 

and education funding.”

Missouri ranks among the 
lowest of states—38th—for 

public pre-K funding. 

Early childhood education is the best investment we can 

make in Missouri’s future, but we’re lagging far behind other 

states. As state spending per child enrolled in Missouri dove 

to the lowest level in more than a decade in 2014, only 2 

percent of three-year-olds and 3 percent of four-year-olds 

were enrolled in a Missouri preschool. Neighboring states 

surpass Missouri by a wide margin.

Dedicated funding to early childhood health programs will 

help children in Missouri by improving access to preventive 

health screenings, addressing childhood obesity and other 

services aimed at reducing risks of long-term health problems.

Raising Missouri’s tobacco tax 
would dedicate a stream of 

funding to aid vital early 
childhood education programs.

Revenue will be disbursed as grants for the benefit of 

Missouri children, from birth through five, as follows:

The Amendment also establishes an equity fee of 67 cents 

per pack (NPM equity fee) levied on nonparticipating 

manufacturers, which are tobacco manufacturers who have 

not become participating manufacturers in accordance with 

provisions of the Master Settlement Agreement (MSA).

Approximately $300 million annually once fully phased in. 

Annual estimates as follows: 

The Amendment taxes cigarettes at a total of 60 cents 

per pack, phased-in over four years (2017–2020) at 

15 cents per year.
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SUMMARY

75–85%
EARLY CHILDHOOD 

EDUCATION 5–10%
SMOKING CESSATION

PROGRAMS

YEAR 1

YEAR 2

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

$110 million

$175 million

$240 million

$305 million

4-YEAR-OLDS ENROLLED IN 
STATE-FUNDED PRE-K (2014)*

10–15%
HOSPITALS OR OTHER 

HEALTHCARE FACILITIES
(FOR CHILDREN AGES BIRTH THROUGH FIVE)

Paid for by Raise Your Hand for Kids, 
Erin Brower, Treasurer, P.O. Box 144, 
Jefferson City, MO 65102

*Source: National Institute of 
Early Education Research at 
Rutgers University
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